IRA 


Vol. XI | 1 7, 1948 Number 3 


1t <a oh hafalasats ae | po 
BABES IN THE Woops" - at 
/ 7 7 ivy 
wie 


Of" special interest to, all Sierrans--and ~, uy OC rtr 
accenting the cause of conservation--vwill ; Cf d arg yi Ut hts: 
be the Fducational Committee's second .- i of Pe, 
February progran,..Dick and Doris Leonards ; 
first Sierra Club showing of the club's 
movie, "Babes in the Woods". Destinsd 
for nation-wide distribution in the in- 
terests of wilderness conservation, the 
film chronicles o trip from Tolur 
Meadows to jicCabe Lakes and return 
country without trail to Young Lake 
S afari personnel: Dick, Doris 
youngsters, aged-6, 8 and 9, Bring your own sweetheart or pick one 
The Leonards have. endeavordd to provide out at the party:e= 
visual proof thet she maintenance cf 
Wl.aerness areas ag such need not limit Time - iday,. February 11, at 8 Pil 
joyment thereof to any particuler change of date-~sorry}) 
p, to these with wealth nor to 
ocvacy of the physically fit." Place - Flora fox Hostess House 
The picturo, in Kodachrome, covers every 2676 California Street 
pace of the trip--including reflector- (betweon Pierce and Scott) 
oven ciea tion of a pineapple upside-down San Francisco 


February 15 at 8:60 FT Cost = $1,00 per person 

Everett Junior Hich School, 

Sixteenth and Church Streets, Doings’ = Ballroom and folk dancing, 

San Francisco , refreshnents, and other fun 
baie too. Dan Cupid is sure to 

be there, so wear your heart 

end a song and come alongs, 


We 
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SIERRA CLUB YODELER ‘ate 
A semi-monthly publication of the Sen 
Francisco Bay Chapter. Address all con- 
munications: to: Yodeleditor, Sierra 
Club, ‘L050 Ifills Tower, San Francisco 4. 
Subscription: $1.00 per year (20 issues) 
Yodeler Staff 

Vivian Schagen, Editor 
Elsa Bailey Harriet Te 
James Cerleton Jean Puffer 
Cicely Christy Bob Russell 
Carolyn Crowley John I. Schagen 
Richard , Dilley largaret Shaub 
Polly Dyer Pearl Sigrand 


Parsons 


Next Deadline: 
Monday, February 21, 1949, 6 Pif 
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THE HIGH COST OF HIKING 


Sierrans who hike in IMarin will have to 
dig deeper in their jeans now het Pacific 
Greyhound has sharply increased its rates 
to thet areas Fares to ]"ill Valley and 
other Zone 2 points are. now 52¢ one way, 
and 98¢ reund.trip. Zone 5 points (which 
include Fairfax, the terminus of so meny 
of our hikes) have gone up to 63¢ one way,. 
and "1,15 round-trip. It will cost 52¢ 
to ride to ‘Alpine Lodge, and 58¢ to get 
to Bootjack Comp. Although this makes 
hiking even more expensive than a movie, 
hink how much more fum you have (and how 
much more time you can spend), and remem- 
ber what fascinating people you meet--. 
at least on Sierra Club hikes! 


DIRECTORS? BUSY DAY 
A formidable agenda, almost as long as 
those usually. presented at regular semi- 
annual meetings of the Board of Directors, 
awaited the Executive Committee at its 
special meeting on February 5- <n line 
with Director Glen Dawsonis suzgesvion 
that informal interim mestings bo neld 
in the six ‘months period betw ‘renber 
and lay, most of the members 03 


tthe BKoard 
attended. (including Glen ond Phil Deri.ays 
from Los Angeles). 
donsideration and discussion of ell the 
matters onthe agenda kept the Directors 
busy until four otclock--evidence thet 
interim meetings are necessary es. well. 
as helpful. A full report will appear 
in a forthcoming Sierra Club Bulletin. 
Membership in the club now totals 6970, 
the Directors were told. 


YODELBARS HEAR-- 

--of a new date for the Valentine Party. 
It will be held on Friday, February ll. 
(See announcenent on page 1.) 


--that Al Glenn was surprised with a tre- 
mendous birthday cake on the appropriate 
day at Clair Tappaan Lodge. 


--of one of the first Sierrans to be 
making a Duropean trip in 1949--Louise 
Hewlett, who will board the "Queen 
BPlizabeth" this spring to start a three 
months tour. 


--that Carolyn and Bob Ramstad have moved 
to Waynesboro, Tennessee. 


--theat The Loma Prietan's second issue 

bears a Yodeler-style heading, drawn by 
Dorothy Kinkade (who's had plenty of ex- 
Derience in the past on this publication!). 


February 7,1°49__ yom Bob Zink, who is studying forestry 


at Fort Collins, Colorado, that he end 

his wife Iflarceline have been experimenting 
with a policy of sustained yield. Their 
first venture resulted’ in a young sprout 
named Richard Jacques-Albert--"stock set 
out January 13". ‘We wish we hed space 

to quote the whole "Periodic Forestry 
Report" from which we gleaned this in- 
formation. ‘lfaybe next time--? 


--that- the l’ountain Play will be a real 
California item this year--"Rough and 
Ready", written by Den Totheroh espec- 
ially. for the )ountain Theatre, and to be 
produced under the personal direction of 
the author. The date: liey 22. llore 
about this later, of course. 


--that Harwood Lodge suffered serious 
wind damage in one of the recent Southern 
California storms; and that the club's 
office in Los Angeles was visited by 
burglars. Finarcial- loss was slight, but 
cabinets and furniture were demagede 


YODELER STA 
--Kodach:.omes 

editor endi her 
trip te "urope 


ater 


TNT 3C CF AT 
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se!en by their wandering 

esser half during their 
last year. The Staffers 
also each other and were emazed at 
the lerre number (32) of people it takes 
to publish this yellow sheet. Editors 
and compositors met printers and circula- 
tion staff who work on different nights 
and. rarely see each other. 

The pictures entranced them all and set 
them to revising their budgets to include 
a European tour. liany thanks to the 
Schagens for showing these pictures and 
to Harriet Parsons whose home was the 
thestre for this mob of Yodelers. 


ams 
Does 


February 7, 1949 
SKI TOURING NOTES 


We would again like to point out that 
touring trips can and should be‘ planned 
fron the requests of the skiors, but uns 
less you make your desires knowm in ad» 
vance, we cannot help you as much. as we 
would like,’ THe January issue of the - 
club Bulletin will carry 4 comprehensive 
list of trips and dates as currently 
planned, 

Skiers who: find themselves unable.to 
join scheduled trips to Ostrander Lake 
can. arrange their: own trips’ by contact. 
ing either the Rangers at Badger Pass in 
Yosemite, or by writing to the Park 
Superintendent, c/o Government Center, 
Yosemite Valley. Be sure to state the 
number of people in your party, and when 
you wish to be at the hut, 

Pear Lal:e 


There’ will be a trip to Pear Lake, in 
Sequoia National Park, February 19 throtgh © 
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SKI TOUR--POINTS NORTH 
A. party of 15 skiers set out’ from Nore 


-den to-visit White Rock Lake on the 


wee anndof January 298350, Five were 
successful in reaching the ultimate goal 
and they reported the cabin at the lake 
was in the same state it had been in for 
the last 8 or 10 Sieh ated but 
néeding some repairs 

The trip was very enjoyable, the weather 
clear and sunny, although Saturday night 
was'cool., The route was from the lodge 
at Norden, over Boreal Ridge, past Castle 
Peal: and down to the Peter Grubb Hut. A 
brief stop for lunch and then a long 
contour around Great Basin Peak. As time’ 
was running out, we camped just one ridge, 
about an 800-foot climb, from White Rock 
Lake. Sunday morning we went over the 
ridge to the lake and then back to the 
lodge by the same route, A deceptively 
long ridge accounted for the fact that 
“some of us did not reach the cabin, 


8 Std cma wh ht, ha wins (about 7% miles,lhe’ ridge turned out to be considerably 


and much climbing) but should also offor 
some very fine skiing. We.have reservae 
tions for five people in the cabin, so 
first come first served, Snow campers 
are also welcome. 
please contact 

Dave Welisch 

1740 Franklin St., Sai Fe 

ORdway 3=8761 


For more information, 


We are always happy to get any ideas: or 
suggestions for trips, or techniques on 
snow camping or sli touring. :Please 
address comments or questions to the 
"Ski Camping Comittee" c/o Sierra Club, 
1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco. 


SEE HELL'S CANYON and THE RIVER OF NO 
RETURN--ja Norman Nevills expedition ‘down 
the Snake and Salmon Rivers of Idaho#« 
thrilling natural color motion picture 
and lecture. Wednesday and Thursday, 
February 16 and 17, Oakland Auditorium 
Theatre, 8:30 PM. Admission $1,00—- 
tickets from Oakland Camp Fire Girls 
Officee-phone TEmplebar 2.4561, 


STRAYED: The hiker who borrowed a value 


*higher at tho northeast end than a 
casual glance would indicate, 

Some of the.typical ski touring probe 
lems were again hashed over. How does 
one get an early start?? How can one 
keep pack weights down and yet carry 
everything that is needed? How to ski 
in breakable crust?. Gad!! Weren't some 
of these sitzmarks tremendous! It was 
interesting to compare the menus that 
the different groups and individuals 
used, although costs were comparablew- 
roughly 31.50 for four meals, 

' We'll chuckle every time we think of 
the two errant skiers and how they just 
barely arrived in time for dinner (they 
couldn't go wronge-they had‘the food); 
the quick-deflating style of air mattress 
someone brought; and the very odd sound 
frozen boots make.when bits beat then 
together } 

We had a lot of fun and are looking 
forward'to more tours in other interest- 
ing planes in the near future, 

--limile Lacrampe 


MEMBERS OF THE. SIERRA CLUB may be inter~ 
ested in attending a Jay Japanese dinner 
(suliyaki) and program of Japanese folk- 


able pearl-handled, multiple-use jackinife lores song and dance, February 16, 6:30 Fil 


at West Point Inn,’ Sunday afternoon, Jan- 

uary 2, and later couldn't find its ovwmer, 
may contact him any evening at GR 4=€1666.. 

He is Roy Ve Crites. — 


at the YMCA Inter.Racial Center “Bucharian 
and Geary Streets, San France Ebo, Auspices, 
Golden Gate Story League. Contact Amy 
Deeter, 2440 ilarket Street, UN 19774. 
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NATURAL SCIENCE SECTION * 
we Finals SHHHHHRHEHHHH REESE RE EHEEHEEESOHHAHE 


NSS Gets Down to Earth 

Mr. Fred Herbert o € Soil Conservation 
Service told the NSS at their last month~ 
ly meeting some of the many problems of 
the land facing us today, He first em- 
phasized* the need of a proper perspective 
when dealing with any subject, and: the 
vast problem of soils is a difficult one 
to analyze impartially because of its 
tremendous size and importance to each of 
USe 

Since all ‘our food comes directly or: 
indirectly from the soil, it should be 
given the best possible care.. When this 
country was settled, it is estimated 
there was an average of 9-10 inches of . 
topsoil; now there is about 6 inches left. 
Each year we lose (from erosion) the top~ 
soil of an additional 10,000 one—hundred- 
acre farms, an estimated value of 
$3, 8,000,000} In another sense, the 
value of this soil cannot be measured, 
as it takes from 200 to 1000 years to 
form an inch of topsoil. . 

Through Soil Conservation Districts 
and aid directly to individual farmers,. 
the SCS is helping farming communities 
to manage their soil in the best pos 
sible way. They are doing a fine job 
but they need the help of everyone to . 
make it complete, — 

Dawn Falls 

The warm welcome extended by a gra- 
cious host and hostess thawed the frosty 
atmosphere of a befogged Marin morning 
as a few hardy NSSters disembarked from 
the bus at. Murray Park on- January 23. 
Laura and Malcolm Smith led the group - 
over well-scouted trails around: King's 
Mountain where mosses and ferns were at 
their best in the dampness, Dawn Falls, 
with its surprisingly sheer drop, was-a 
beautiful sight. A steep scramble 
brought the group to a sun-warmed lunch 
spot, Then as the clouds obscured the 
sun, the Strohmaiers! thermometer 
dropped rapidly and hikers rose to their 
feet. .. Beautiful trails led back to 
Larkspur, where a cheerful fire and | 
steaming cups of tea at Laura and Mal~- 
coxum's home completed a thoroughly so 
able day. 

4 Calendar ; 

Feb, 18: Mr. Ernest Felton, Section 
Director, Weather Bureau, State of Cali- 
fornia, will answer some of our ques 
tions on California's "unusual" weather. 


THE: YODELER «- 


. Pt. Lobos, meeting at-2:00° PM. 


February 7, 19h9 


»BURROS AVAILABLE 


The Dolés, Kimballs and Leonards have 

again reserved 12 burros for one of 

their famous "Baby High Trips". They 

plan to be out two weeks from August 

6th to 20th, They would like to start 

or end at Red's Meadow below the Devil's 

Post Pile Nat'l, Monument, with itinerary 

of Lake Ediza, Thousand Island Lake, and 

Donahue Pass to or from Tuolumne Meadows, 
The transportation cost to get the 

animals to or from Red's Meadow is $9.50. 

If any other party would like 12 well- 

trained burros for the period either just 


- before August 6th or after August 20th, 


for a similar itinerary in either direc- 
tion, both parties could have an excel- 
lent one-way trip without any expense 
for transportation of animals. 


SONG FEST . 


The Sierra Club’songsters will meet next 
on Friday, February 11 at the home of : 
Elaine Johnson, 22 Sonia Street, Oakland. 
Take.the "Cc" train from San Francisco to 
lst and Piedmont Station, then transfer 
to the Montclair bus. Get off at Sonia 
Street and walk to the right. 

The following meeting will again be 
in San Francisco on Thursday, February 
2h. Our hostess will be Jean Kearney, 
50829 th Avenue (corner of Geary). 
' Anyone interested in a "campfire sing" 
(without the campfire!) is cordially in- 
vited, We especially need some tenors 
and baritones for some’ barber~shop 
harmony, :Bé prepared to sit on the floor 
if the ‘group exceeds the capacity of the 


hostess. 


The meeting on Friday, March 11, will 
bé at the home of Virginia and Dudley 
Cameron at 1347.McGree Avenue, Berkeley. 


This is part of the series on "Natural 
Science and Conservation" as mentioned 
in the Bay Chapter Schedule. Everyone 
welcomes 

Feb, 26: wLand's. End and Chinatown Dinner. 
Take Sutter #1 or #2 to 8th Avenue and 
Group 
will explore Sutro Gardens and walk ; 
around ¢liffs via Land's End. . At 5:30 
PM,Yee Jun Restaurant, 83) Washington 
St. between Stockton and Grant Avenues | 
For dinner reservations, phone the lead- 
ers, Mr. and Mrs, Kilham, ORdway 3-262 
by Thursday, February 2h. © 

March 6: Sunday trip with wilfred Ward 
Teading. Details later, 
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THE SOCIAL CLIMBER 


January 9 was devoted to another demon- 
stration of mountain rescue techniques, 
this time at Cregmont Rock in Berkeley, 
and again presented by the RCS. General 
consensus of the spectators--it'!s not as 
easy as it looks; of the participants-- 
it's harder than that. As usual, the 
participants got more out of the demon- 
stration than the spectators; the only 
way to really appreciate the difficulty 
of a mountain rescue is to try one. 

The demonstration was in two parts: 
one, giving an "injured! man on the mid- 
dle of the south face first aid, carry- 
ing him to the top in an improvised 
stretcher, and lowering him down the 
east face. All went well until a heavy- 
footed climber (whose identity shall re- 
main forever secret) stomped on the 
stretcher and broke it, forcing the res- 
cuers to build another, Equipment con- 

isted of two poles, two short sticks, 
a pip patieny several ropes, and the jackets 
of the rescuers. Participants were John 
Thune, John Salathe, Gene Hammel and a 
Stanford man, with Don Evers as the vic- 
tim, 

The second half of the demonstration 
consisted of scooting a wire basket 
stretcher (contents: Floyd Burnette up 
and Don Evers down) down a trolley 
reaching from the top of the east face 
to the poison oak below it. An "A'- 
frame was set up topside, and the trol- 
ley line ran from a tree anchor, over it, 
and dorm to a tree below. The running 
gear ran just below and parallel to the 
trolley line, and,all the "rescuers" 
had to do was pull, Just’ pull--and curse 
the stretch in nylon rope, the -eoeffi+ 
cients of friction, and their ovm gulli- 
bility for volunteering for a detail like 
this one, Other participants in this 
ring of the circus were Dick Houston, 
Dave Nelson, Sylvia Kershaw, Jack Hanson, 
Robin Hansen and Oscar Cooks 

The experience gained by pitching in at 
one of these affairs is not to be sneezed 
ate You can't learn this stuff out of a 
book; and believe me, brother, it takes 
five strong men to pull themselves and a 
mouse dovm a mountain, let alone another 
climber, 

Stanford Alpine was out to watch; 
hope our demonstration he elped then, 


we 
00. 


And from abeeaso 
Latest news from Fletcher Hoyt and 
Allen Steck is that snow conditions 
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EAST BAY DINNERS 
A musical program is scheduled for Wed- 
nesday evening, February 23, Joanne 


Wright will play tivo piano numbers: 


"Rondo Capriccioso" by Mendelssohn, and 
one movement from Beethoven's "Sonata 
Pathetique", Dave Stearns, accompanied 
by Barbara Burnett, will sing several 
numbers, including "Pale Moon", "The 
Hills of Home", "Thine Alone", and "The 
Desert Song". 

Dinner will be at the Whittier School, 
Berkeley--price $1,30. Reservations must 
be made by the preceding Monday--call 
Vera Henriques (LA 6-515) or Hallie 
Curl (AS 3~10165). 


NORDENOTES 
Tf skiers wouldn't pray quite so.hard 
for snow, it might be better! After all, 
, to 6 inches is enough fresh powder; we 
don't need 27 inches all at once. With 
this quantity it seems odd that there is 
a water shortage at the Lodge, but one of 
the main springs is partly frozen, so 
Keith has had to sharply curtail all per- 
sonal ablutions. On the brighter side, 
we understand that a brand new rope has 
been installed on the Signal Hill tow. 


been very poor in Switzerland this winter, 


so that they are just now 
get in real skiing. 

They ‘have joined the Swiss 
and starting April 15th plan 
their time in the mountains, 
various huts home. They are making plans 
for an extensive swamer tour covering the 
various climbing areas, starting with the 
Kaiser Alps. 

They warn that these mountains are not 
the friendly Sierra, and cne must be 
prepared for the unexpected, particularly 
from the snew and ice. Far longer climbs 
are made, ne esitating very early starts. 
Being benizhted ‘is a serious matter-- 
nothing like perching happily on a com- 
fortable ledce on the rim of Yosemite 


beginning to 


Alpine Club; 
to spend all 
calling the 


-Valley~--and must be carefully avoided. 


--Gene Hammel 


IMPORTANT MEETING--ROCK CLIMBING SECTION 
Wednesday, February 16, at 8 Pl--Sierra 
Club, 220 Bush Street, San Francisco. 
Discussion of organization of the Sec- 
tion and its relationship to the Sierra 
Club. Definition of safety rules and 
regulations. Kodachrome slides of re- 
cent club trips. Refreshments served 
afterward. Everybody welcomed--climbers, 
non=-climbers and innocent bystanders. 
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THOUGHTS AND AFTERTHOUGHTS 
The Local Walks Committee is working hard 
at building files on its trips--files 
that will be for the use of future leaders 
and future Local Walks Committees in 
developing plans, ; 

Well in advance of each trip, the leader 
will receive a form letter containing 
suggestions and instructions designed to 
assure a successful outing. Then, short 
ly before the day of the trip, he will 
receive a second letter with more ideas 
and reminders, Information and comments 
furnished by the leader will go into the 
files for future use. We will need your 
cooperation, leaders--so please comply 
with your Committee's requests in this 
matter. 

Then, too, remember the Yodeler. A 
writeeup is due it from each trip. Of 
course, it's the leader's responsibility, 
but he may delegate it to someone else 
(and probably will). If you are sélected 
to contribute a piece to the paper, you 
should feel complimented--and go ahead and 
write something. Let it be more than a 
weather and trail report. Thero's always 
material for good reading--especially in 
people. And really, Sierrans, that's what 
we want-»stuff about members--their more 
inspired and inspiring conversations, their 
suggestions for better trips, their ideas 
for improving the club, their experiences 
on the trip. You get the idea? By the 
way, the Yodeleditor may make minor 
changes in the article so that it will 
fit the space available--that's an editor's 
privilege. 

While we're on the subject of writing in 
to the Yodeler, improving the club, 
and kindred matters--what ideas have 
you? What can the Local Walks Committee 
do, in your estimation, to improve the 
schedule? Do you like week-end knapsack 
trips and want more of them? More liarin 
hikes? liore hikes into other areas ine 
stead of liarin? Ilore outings combining 
hiking with other activities such as 
folk dancing, swimming or canoeing? Just 
what do YOU want? Wetre a small committee 
working for a large membershin--we need to 
hear from YOU. Write the committee's 
chairman, Al Schmitz, in care of the 
Sierra Club. office, Mills Tower, 220 Bush 
Street, San Francisco, 


=-Local lalks Committee 
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HIKERS TRY THE EAST BAY 
The"dreamy schedule-makers" were at it 
again in writing the directions for Jans 
uary 30, but Dick Monges made everything 
all right by meeting the San Franciscans 
on their own shore and piloting them 
safely to the starting point of the hike. 
They had been joined along the way by 
enough East Bay people to bring the total 
to about fifty. : 

Even though "local", this wag defin- 
itely a hike, not a “walk", for we 
started climbing almost with the first” 
step. Dick ilonges, the morning leader, 
took us along Huckleberry Trail to East 
Ridge, where Mt, Diablo could be seen in 
the distance. “We dropped down to Orchard 
Camp for lunch, after which we exercised, 
sunbathed, or just chatted, according to 


“mood, until Betty Adamson rounded us up 


for the afternoon trip. 

Climbing to Yellowtail Ridge, we en- 
joyed the view of the “washboard” cloud 
formations and the. distant mountains, 
There one member went back to look for a 
"lost" contingent, and, when it appeared 
farther down the trail, another member 
went to look for him. They both caught 
up with us at Bear Creek Ranch after we 
had descended by a winding trail to old 
Redwood Canyon, where Jack London used 
to go riding. Once again we had to 
climb, this time to San Antonio ridge, 
from which we dropped down to Portuguese 
Flat and crossed'the Mills College came 
pus to the buses. 

To a few of us who had never hiked on 
the East Bay side before, the beauty and 
variety of the scenery and the lung~ 
filling steepness of the trails were a 
pleasant ‘experience we'd lilce to repeat 
sometime. — 

~-Ginny Kessinger . 


STOUT, SOLES NEEDED FOR UMUNHUM 


The iit, Ununhum trip of February 13 will 
be a highly interesting one for sturdy 
hikers. ‘If you are not a sturdy hiker, 
don't go, as the long bus ride limits 
the time to do the full 12 miles of 
tramping, which is rather un-level,to say” 
the least. Low shoes are not recommended, 

as some soft trail is involved, You may 
need a canteene=there is no water at the 
lunch spot, Also, snowshoes may be in 
order--those who scouted the trip mushed 
through six inches of snow and a flurry 
of large, gently-wafting flakes. 

_#=-Bill Colvig 


